










































































WATER RESOURCES COMMITTEE MINUTES 
Council of the County of Maui 

October 15, 2007 

having this flow of information from the Commission on Water Resources, from the 
Department of Water, from the private water users enables us to, to provide this kind of 
information. Thank you. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Thank you, Mr. Tribble. Mr. Pontanilla. 

COUNCILMEMBER PONT ANILLA: Thank you. Maybe for the Director. In regards to the 
Water Advisory Committee meetings that, you know, we, we generated for the Central 
Maui system and I, I asked the question earlier regarding is Maui watershed, and you 
know, how it's going to play in regards to providing, one of the plans was to provide 
water from East Maui watershed to Central Maui. If we did that, will that slow down the, 
and hopefully, slow down the use of the West Maui watershed and hopefully recharge the 
West Maui Aquifers or lao and Waihee Aquifers? 

MR. ENG: Thank you, Member Pontanilla. Actually, anything we can do to seek new sources 
outside of the Central Maui area would definitely relieve the pressure on, on the lao and 
the Waihee Aquifer. We've always considered the East Maui area because the aquifers 
have a high, high sustainable yield. And it is probably as the community continues to 
grow that is going to be our future water source. For right now we're kind of scrambling, 
you know, we're keeping these guys really busy to see what we can develop in this area. 
But even that, there is just a finite quantity, you know, we do know in the long term that 
we have to look beyond. And so that is definitely in the plans and it needs real serious 
consideration and it might be something that we need to even start activating soon 
because it could take 10 or 15 or 20 years to develop that area. So, you know, we might 
be talking more and more about going east. And in the meanwhile I'll keep these 
gentlemen busy trying to find whatever we can get in this area because for economic 
reasons it would be highly beneficial. 

COUNCILMEMBER PONT ANILLA: Thank you. And one of the plans we talk about all the 
time is recycled water for Central Maui. But it seems like we don't have any plans. 
There is the Water Department on one hand, there's public or Environmental 
Management on the other hand. So who takes the lead in trying to use that recycled 
water for irrigation in Central Maui so that we don't, you know, we got nine million 
gallons that we can use. It can help, you know, provide potable water for Central Maui 
and, and, you know, we're at a standstill right now, you know, who takes the lead? 

MR. ENG: I would like the Wastewater Division to take the lead on that. But, but seriously it, it 
might not even be really a division or department, it might be something that we, using 
general funds will realize is a good investment 'cause everyone will benefit. I certainly 
would like to see an expansion of reclaimed water in Kihei 'cause for every million 
gallons per day we can utilize out there we relieve our Central Maui Aquifers. That 
would be a fairly quick mitigation of what we're facing right now. And also why maybe 
Wastewater should focus on it because we know these gentlemen have done a study 
regarding the discharge down, the wells there, the injection wells and the impacts to the 
initial water quality. And I'm not saying there's really any serious problem with that, but 
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you know, one could view the utilization of R-I water, one you can view it as benefiting 
the Water Department which, which it would. But also it's, it's a way to dispose of R-I 
water in a more efficient manner that can be reutilized. So depends what your philosophy 
is but I think we should all work together and figure a way to expand that because it is a 
really valuable resource. 

COUNCILMEMBER PONT ANILLA: Thank you. And I agree with you that, you know, rather 
than bucking heads all the time that we should be working with you in trying to create 
more resources and of course funding is a problem. As I look at the Central Maui plans 
that, you know, in the future, you know, it's going to be costly and somebody got to pay 
for that, you know, whether it be the water users or whether we take it from our property 
tax. So it's going to be something that, I guess, we need to work together in trying to 
provide more resources and try to, you know, save, save some of our resources, water 
resources someway, somehow. And I thank you for your answer. Thank you. Thank 
you, Chair. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Mr. Pontanilla. Ms. Baisa. 

COUNCILMEMBER BAlSA: Thank you, Chair. Thank you also, our presenters. I am afraid 
I'm going to get all the names mixed up 'cause your, I know we have a couple Steve's 
and well, I want to, I'll leave it up to you who wants to answer. But, you know, as I 
watched the presentation and I've been on this learning curve here, big time, for the past 
ten months now about the intricacies of the water it's becoming clearer and clearer to me 
that we have a serious issue. And of course when I received the PowerPoint hard copy I 
quickly thumbed through to see if I could find a summary page. Because as you can 
imagine we are thrown piles of paper, some of it sitting on our desks today and there's 
files of it everywhere else. And of course to make life a little simpler I'm always looking 
for the summary. You know, so after we sawall these tables and graphs, which are 
beautiful and present good information, what is the bottom line? And if anybody could 
stab a guess at that and I know you've already said it may be preliminary but if you could 
share with us some of your preliminary ideas or feelings that you're getting after doing 
this work, I would really appreciate it. 

MR. TRIBBLE: Okay. I'm going to, I'm going to make up some bottom line bullets off the top 
of my head in what will hopefully be some logical sequence. 

COUNCILMEMBER BAlSA: Thank you. 

MR. TRIBBLE: The first is that there's a lot of information being collected about the extent of 
water resources, groundwater resources in Central Maui. The ... (change tape, start 
3A) . .. second is that over the short term there is not a crisis in the water resource 
availability. There may be some challenges with infrastructure but that's more a Jeff Eng 
question than a USGS question. The third point I guess I would make is that over the 
long term that the, there is question as to whether the existing levels of pumpage are 
sustainable with the current distribution of wells. The fourth point I would make is that 
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we have developed a tool and are using that tool to look at a more effective way of 
sustaining, sustainably [sic} withdrawing groundwater from Central Maui. And I guess 
the final point I would make is that the amount of water that finally, eventually will be 
withdrawn from Central Maui will be determined by, and maybe the development of that, 
the implementation of that infrastructure may be driven by the model but ultimately it's 
going to depend on what we find, or what is found as wells are put into the ground. It 
may show that Central Maui can produce the same amount of water but it will be 
sustainable. It may show that we can produce or the Department of Water can produce 
additional water. It may show that in fact that the amount of water that's being produced 
now will not be completely sustainable into the future. 

COUNCILMEMBER BAlSA: Thank you. You do a good job at putting bullets together. 

MR. TRIBBLE: I'm used to getting shot at a lot. 

COUNCILMEMBER BAlSA: .. , (laughter). . . You know, I don't like to put people who come 
here to share information and their feelings on the spot. But it's really important to us as 
decision-makers, as you can imagine we're bombarded with stuff from every side and so 
we're always trying to sort through it and get to, get to the point of it and to take that to 
the other level. How can we use the information we got today to help us as we make this 
very large decision on this "show me the water" bill? And how I connect that is this, our 
Water Director will receive a study from a developer who probably has spent a great deal 
of money to hire some high-fangled [sic] consultant to prepare a report to convince us 
that there is a long-term availability of water. And then our Water Department of course 
will receive that and have to look it over and make a decision. I'm assuming that this 
study that you're doing right now and this information could be a part of it particularly if 
the source would be in the Central Maui area. 

MR. TRIBBLE: That's correct, Council Member. I guess I'm a little reticent to, to comment on 
the bill. First, because that's a, that's a policy issue that's, that really I, I don't 
understand the bill and but we will be, when this work is completed, providing a tool that 
can be used to assess the sustainability of water resources in Central Maui. 

COUNCILMEMBER BAlSA: Thank you very much. And, you know, again I wouldn't want to 
put you on the spot. But I can see us having to go to some source of information in order 
for Mr. Eng to do his certification and according to this bill he'll be required to do that 
and it'll decide whatever happens. Direct Eng, any, any comments? 

MR. ENG: Yes, Member Baisa, thank you. In regard to how this relates to the water availability 
bill I will use your research. 'Cause there is always a concern now and probably in the 
future is that, and that is of competing wells. And so therefore, if I know a developer 
wants to put in a well near one of our existing wells and from their data and research 
shows that we already have a little bit of a problem with that siting I definitely will reject 
that well site. And maybe in that regard it's kind of good that we do have advance 
knowledge of any development of a new source, because, you know, we're going through 
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all this effort working with them to, to site our wells and then all of a sudden someone 
plops one right next to ours that we're planning. So it might give this community a little 
bit more control as we develop our wells in the future. 

COUNCILMEMBER BAlSA: Thank you very much. You know, just having information is not 
a good thing. Like we do studies and we do plans and then we put them on the shelf and 
they gather dust. You know, if we do these things, how are we going to use them to help 
us as the decision-makers and leaders of Maui to make better decisions for everybody is 
where I'm, you know, trying to take this and how does it fit? And I want to thank you for 
the comfort that you gave me this morning in making the statement that we really don't 
have a crisis because I was lead to believe we had one and I was getting kind of nervous. 
So thank you very much. 

MR. TRIBBLE: If, if I may? Just your comment about plans and, and their utilities, keeping 
bookshelf makers in business. Very, you know, we, we do a lot of technical reports, 
that's really what we're all about. And it's, it's because a lot of sweat and, and 
sometimes blood and tears are put into getting this work done. It's, it's almost 
heartbreaking for us sometimes when we do a piece of work that we think is really good 
and then hand it over to the cooperating agency and they look at it and go, oh, this is 
wonderful, nice pictures, thanks. And so it's been a real warm and I think rewarding 
experience to be sitting with the, with the planning and engineering staff at the Water 
Department and, and lots of people are rolling up their sleeves so to speak and thinking, 
you know, how can we, how can we use this tool? And I, I just want to say that it's, it is 
good that we're trying to produce a tool that is going to be used in the public interest to 
manage water resources rather than just a, a report. 

COUNCILMEMBER BAlSA: Thank you, Chair. And again, I just want to thank everybody. 
It's a new day and you can just see the spirit of let's work together to solve a very serious 
problem. Thank you. 

CHAlR ANDERSON: Thank you, Ms. Baisa. I have some questions for the panel. In the 
presentation you gave us you show that there's been, due to lower rainfall and lack of 
agricultural use of the water, that there's been a 44 percent decrease in the recharge. 
Now if we had stream flow restored we were told that, that would give us a 40 percent 
recharge. So wouldn't that cancel out? In other words, I'm looking at the quickest way 
for us to restore the recharge capability for the lao and Waihee Aquifer. And it seems to 
me that if we could restore the stream flow, that would take care of the 40 percent loss. 
And, and could I combine that question also with the, because of climate change--and 
there has been a recent study on climate change in Hawaii--what the long-term effect of 
that climate change is going to have? I know it's all, you know, speculative but there is 
scientific basis on it. The cloud formations are going to change and that means the 
precipitation rates are going to change. So given those facts could you give us some idea 
as to what would be a wise thing to do in regards to providing recharge to the aquifer? 
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MR. TRIBBLE: I'm, I'm going to let Steve answer the question about the offsetting 
contributions of recharge from, from stream infiltration verse the, the changing crop 
practices and the drought. What I did want to mention though was, was the issue of 
climate change which you brought up. Clearly critically important and I think stunningly 
recognized by the awarding of the Nobel Peace Prize to the intergovernmental panel on 
climate change as well as Vice-President Gore. The, the exact way in which the climate 
change scenarios are going to play out in Hawaii remains unknown. However, there is 
inferences that can be drawn that lead us to believe that we are facing a, a dryer climate 
in the future. They are, they are inferences only at this point but they, I would say are 
well-derived inferences coming from people that have made their careers understanding 
how the climate patterns of Hawaii affect our weather and the amount of rain that we get 
out of it. So I guess one, one cautionary note is that we are facing a drier future and that 
will have an impact on the amount of recharge overall. And now that Steve has had time 
to assemble his thoughts for his other question, your other question. 

MR. GINGERICH: You mean that's, that's ... 

COUNCILMEMBER BAlSA: Yeah. Yeah. Yeah. 

MR. GINGERICH: Well, the, the number you say of the 44 percent reduction in recharge that 
was for the whole, the whole study area. So that includes the Central Maui isthmus and 
Lahaina. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: On the other side of the mountain also. 

MR. GINGERICH: Yes. The whole study area. So, but for the lao Aquifer itself the reduction 
was about 18 percent. So that, that includes the, the lower rainfall plus the, the lack of 
any real irrigation these days. So the, and then I'm not sure where you got the number 
about 40 percent of recharge coming back from the streams. But from our work, you 
know, the, the initial look I saw would, would be about 15 to 20 million gallons a day of 
potential infiltration through the stream, the four streams across the aquifer which is 
going to translate to something less than that. Because not all, not all of that water is 
directly going to go into the aquifer, some is close to the coast so it'll stay in the 
sedimentary rocks and depends on the geology of where you're at. So I'm not sure what 
percentage that comes out to but I'm going to use the model basically once those 
numbers are in to, to get an estimate of the effects of that, of a stream, you know, total 
stream flow on the, on the pumping wells. So right now I can't answer, you know, that 
putting water back in the stream will make this well less salty or something like that. But 
that's a, one of the scenarios we'll be able to run at least distribute that water. If it were 
in the streams, we could see the effects on pumping throughout the lao and Waihee areas. 
I'm not sure ifI'm, I don't know ifI can answer the question exactly but. .. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: I thought I got that 40 percent number from you folks last time you gave 
us a presentation. But maybe it was the Division of Aquatic Resources, the study that 
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they gave us. Maybe it was the Division of Aquatic Resources, when DLNR came. You 
guys didn't tell us that there would be a 40, 40 percent recharge from the stream flow? 

MR. GINGERICH: No. 

MR. TRIBBLE: We're not far enough along to say that yet. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Oh. Okay. Well, then maybe it was those folks. So ... 

MR. TRIBBLE: One, one of, as Steve mentioned earlier trying to determine the amount of 
infiltration that you get in the streams in Central Maui is, is kind of tough because of the, 
the, the diversion reduces the amount of water that we have to work with. So we take 
opportunities whether they're floods where those, those are kind of tricky to work with. 
Or periods when there's ditch maintenance and so we have fairly steady flow and we're 
working with a variety of folks trying to arrange experimental or controlled releases so 
that we could make more detailed and effective measurements of how much recharge 
would actually result from various degrees of, of stream flow un-diversion if you will. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Un-diverted. 

MR. TRIBBLE: It's part, partial restoration. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: So based on the studies that you've done so far and the model that 
you've developed and looking at the monitor wells, is it safe to assume, I mean, well, 
you, you already said in your study or the presentation you gave this morning that the 
sustainable yield numbers were based on old numbers. So now that we have more 
current data is it safe to assume that that sustainable yield figure is going to change and 
may change given the rising chlorides and the narrowing of the transition, transition zone 
that that sustainable yield is going to turn out to be less than the 20 million gallons we've 
been working with? 

MR. TRIBBLE: I'm, I'm going to give you an oblique answer and I don't mean that as a cop 
out. But I think it's important to recognize the role of the Commission on Water 
Resource Management. They set the sustainable yield estimates for each aquifer sector 
and they have a, they have a system for doing so which does not take advantage of the 
information from a numerical model. They're working on revisions to that right now. 
But what I would say is that what we're looking at helping the Water Department to find 
is the, the sustainable infrastructure or the, the sustainable pump age that could be 
obtained. For example, the, the sustainable yield from an aquifer could be optimized by 
putting wells at very equal intervals along a certain area. But that's not practical either 
from a property ownership or from a cost standpoint. So what the Water Department has 
to work with are the realities of they need to put pumps in the ground and withdraw from 
certain places and get that into a distribution system. So what we're trying to do is not, 
not work at cross purposes with the Water Commission and hope to ... we do hope to 
bring them into this process fairly soon. But at least help the Water Department think 
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about how their infrastructure can be used to optimize their withdrawal of water from the 
aquifer. Whether that's, whether that will be at the 20 million gallon level or they'll be 
less than that or more than that I can't really tell you at this point. I'm sorry, I, I know 
that was a convoluted don't answer your question and I apologize. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: No. It was very politically careful. 

COUNCILMEMBER BAISA: They're good at that. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: But, you know, we are concerned I mean if, we understand that we need 
to spread the pumps out, the wells out that that would, I mean we've been told that for 
several years that you guys and the Commission have been advising the Department to 
spread out the wells. But if, you know, given the information that you have in this study 
that you've done if we were to draw another 1.9 million gallons within the next SIX 

months out of existing sources in the Central System, what could be the effect? 

MR. TRIBBLE: I'd imagine the salinities would, would, would start to rise. How far they'd rise 
I, I wouldn't be able to tell you. Jeff, help me out here. You know, I don't, I don't 
where'd you get 1.9 million gallons. 

MR. ENG: Thanks, Gordon. 

MR. TRIBBLE: You're welcome. 

MR. ENG: Yeah. Well, we could probably over pump the aquifers, over pump our, our pump 
permits and be in violation with the Water Commission so that's another factor that we 
consider. Again, it's been a lot of things we've been considering in the recent months. 
You know, but this has been an important factor, too, that we, is, is equally important as 
violating the permit is, is harming the aquifer. But our most immediate concern would be 
in violation of our permits and that's been one of the overriding factors of, of our being 
open with you folks, you know, of where we're at, you know. Also, you know, we do 
have that infrastructure limitations and that's why our redundancy is so minimal. And 
that's a, really another very important factor too. So it's all this good news combined 
saying, yeah, we, we're, we're pretty tight right now. Thanks. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Okay. Thank you, Director Eng. Appreciate it. 

COUNCILMEMBER PONT ANILLA: Chair? 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Member Mateo. 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Chairman, Madam Chair, thank you very much. And I, and I 
guess the question is for Mr. Eng. Because, Mr. Eng, we heard from Mr. Tribble that 
there is no crisis, USGS' function is to really take a look at availability of source in this 
regard. They're not taking a look at future uses of this resource which is your kuleana. 
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So while we are waiting with a large number of development projects in the waiting 
room, so to speak, until these gentlemen come up with a source that tells us that 
availability is definitely there. So your task is to balance this, this whole, I guess, 
problem because they're going to tell us that we have water and your job is to balance, 
we have water to take care of how many development projects? So I don't know how 
you going to address that because you have told us we're, we're in crisis, they have told 
us we're not. I need a drink at this point because what are we, Mr. Eng? Are we in 
crisis? 

MR. ENG: Yeah. I, I guess basically we're looking at it from different perspectives, you know. 
As far as USGS stating that we're not in a crisis, you know, this is in terms of the 
conditions of the aquifers and water quality --

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Correct. 

MR. ENG: --solely that basis. In that regard we're okay. You know, but if you look at some of 
the long-term trends that they're pointing out, we could potentially have a future 
problem. But currently in the near term, based on their studies, you know, regarding the 
aquifers only and water quality we're fine. Okay. Again, most of my concerns recently 
has been infrastructure-related or lack of and that's where we're scrambling. One thing 
the Department is trying to do now by utilizing their data and research is not to make any 
mistakes. We can't afford to make any mistakes. We can't afford to develop wells in the 
wrong location. There aren't many, that many sites to begin with and that's why we're 
really utilizing their services and research, it's so important. 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: You know, I and I agree with you. My only comment was that 
while one, one group is charged with the responsibility of trying to have, help us 
understand the accessibility, availability, and health of the resource, you know, there is 
the larger component that got us to this point to begin with. We still need to take care of 
the day-to-day needs of functioning that includes development to occur. And this 
becomes the problem, problem with, you know, your Department now and you are our 
expert as well in telling us the next step to take in addressing growth and development 
especially in the areas that they're, they're looking at right now which is Central and 
West Maui. So I just wanted to make that comment because when I hear there was no, no 
crisis, that alarmed me. Because that's contrary to what we see, to the information we 
have been given, and to the comments made by the Department. So I just needed to share 
that to balance it all out. Thank you, Madam Chair. Thank you, Mr. Director. 

MR. TRIBBLE: Councilmember Mateo, maybe I can again square the circle without seeming 
too politically expedient. I think that the analogy to look at is, if I can use a financial 
example, say you're living on a fixed income, which would be your recharge, that's the 
amount of water that's coming into the system, and say you started out with a certain 
amount of money in the bank, and you've got your expenses so that they basically 
balance the fixed income. And then maybe over time inflation creeps up so you're 
thinking, gee, I'm, I'm, I'm losing a few dollars every month from my, from my storage. 
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Okay. And then somebody says, you know, and we got all these people that you're going 
to have to be buying food for so you're thinking well, gee, now, okay, I'm definitely not 
going to be making, I'm going to be spending more money than I'm taking in. But you 
still got a lot of money in the bank. Now, I don't know if that' s a crisis or not. It may be 
a crisis from the standpoint of, gee, if I can keep doing this for, for the next several years, 
I'm going to have a problem but I can go ahead and feed my friends for the next week. 
And that's, that's maybe the, the analogy that I would put that in is it's a timescale issue. 
Does that, does that help? 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: It, it would if we weren't already using credit cards. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: And, and based on that comment, Members, I want to draw your 
attention on WR-4 in your binders, the latest communication in your binder from the 
Department of Water Supply. 

ITEM NO. 4 WATER USE AND DEVELOPMENT PLAN (e.c. No. 05-38) 

CHAIR ANDERSON: They have responded to the request I sent them asking for what, what 
are each system capacity is, what the sustainable yield is with each, within each system 
based on industry standards and the standards that they're currently using, what, how 
much gallons per day from each system is being served, how many people are on a 
reservation or wait list within each system. This is going to be the last thing in your 
binder under WR-4. This is information that we've been waiting for, for some time and I 
just put this on the agenda today hoping we'd have time to get to it. And we're running 
out of time but I want to draw your attention to it because it's interesting reading. Also 
besides what's on a waiting list or reserved, entitled land that has not yet been serviced 
by meters. And, and I want to draw your attention to that because based on what I'm 
reading and we hopefully will get into this at our next meeting, Director Eng, it shows 
that we're in the red in every system and the remaining capacity for meters that have been 
recently issued but not yet turned on is 1.8 million gallons, 1.877 which is where I got the 
1.9 million gallons. So that's a concern that hopefully we can address at our next 
meeting. 

Again, I guess we have too many issues to deal with in this Committee. But I just think 
it's so important for us to get this updated information that's coming forward from 
USGS, DLNR, all these people that are doing studies that are meant to help us understand 
the resource, what we can do to protect it and properly manage it and how that's going to 
affect our decision-making. So my intention, Members, is at our next meeting to bring 
the bill forward for discussion, there will be some amendments that I will be making to 
the bill. I want you to all take a, a quick look if you can--I was hoping we would get to 
this but we'll discuss it at the next meeting--what the actual rules are for developing a 
public water system through the Department of Health. And actually what we're doing in 
this water availability bill is just taking the, the requirements to prove source capacity and 
quality to the Department of Health before you can service anybody with the water. 
We're just asking for that verification to made upfront not after you've already got your 
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subdivision approved. Because I would think the developers would want that, they'd 
want to know that they have a reliable source before they go through all the expense of 
developing a subdivision and going out and trying to get land entitled. So that's the 
intention, Members, and that's why I passed that out today, we didn't get a chance at it. 

The other thing I passed out were rules from the Department, Department of Water 
Supply from the County of Hawaii. County of Hawaii already requires that you have 
water, a proven source of water before you get subdivision approval. And that's what 
these rules are that I've passed out. We'll go over that at the next meeting. The other 
thing I want to bring up is in California, you know, this bill that we're doing is based 
somewhat on, on their restrictions and they are very serious about it. They're looking at 
actually what the impact of a development has on climate change, not just on whether or 
not you have enough water. And they are turning down developments because they do 
not have a proven source of water, and to me, that's sustainability. 

And the one last thing I want to bring to everyone's attention which I think is pretty 
earth-shattering is that hydrologists from USGS, excuse me, from the Army Corps of 
Engineers in Atlanta have estimated that the main source of Atlanta Georgia's water 
which is Lake Lanier, again, Members, a surface water source dependent on rain, 
Atlanta, the whole city of Atlanta is dependent on this source, they only have three, three 
months of water left. So we don't want to put ourselves or our community in that kind of 
situation. So that's why it's imperative that we are very serious about how we, how we 
distribute what water sources we have now and in the future. And it's not just now and 
the near future, it's for generations to come. So I appreciate everyone's attention today, 
certainly appreciate USGS coming and sharing their data with us. People who are 
listening, we'll have their PowerPoint presentation online under the County's Water 
Resource Committee. Gordon, where can people get a copy of this report, this full 
report? 

MR. TRIBBLE: The report can be downloaded from our webpage which is hi.water.usgs.gov or 
they can send us a letter, an e-mail, or a phone call and we can get a hard copy to them in 
the mail. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Great. So that's the title of it is "Effects of Agricultural Land-Use 
Changes and Rainfall on Ground-Water Recharge in Central and West Maui from 1926 
to 2004". Again here we are in 2007 and a few things have happened between 2004 and 
2007 and I think you all might want to take some time before our next meeting to look at 
the report that we got from the Department. It's rather difficult to read but it's pretty, it's 
well worth the read and it's pretty scary. It shows those numbers that I just delineated for 
each system throughout the County. Anybody who's interested, this is information on 
the public record. I don't know if we have an electronic copy yet that we could put it 
online. No. No. No. The information we got from the Department. But if you're 
interested you can go down to Council Services, ask them for a copy of it, it's under 
WR-4, the Water Resources Committee. 
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Members, any final comments? Oh. And I did want to mention that the amendments that 
I'm looking at making to the bill prior to our next meeting is one, we need to define what 
a water quality, water supply and quality assessment is. It's going to be a report and it's 
basically the same thing that they're already required to do by the Department of Health. 
So I'm going to put that language in the bill. I think we need to expand the number of 
units that are exempt. According to the Department of Health, 15 units or service to 25 
people is not considered a public system and does not fall under their regulations. So I 
see no point in us doing that if the Department of Health does not do it. The other thing 
I'm looking at is ... also the Department of Health and their regulations, within 90 days of 
the engineer's report submitted to them, their .. . (change tape, start 3B) . .. Director must 
respond to the applicant and determine whether or not the engineer's report is adequate or 
not. And if it's not adequate, they send it back and the applicant has a year to come 
forward with adequate information. So I think that our 90-day deadline for the Director 
to make a decision is not really out of line, and if, if anybody is going to, to develop a 
public source, a public water system for their development, they're going to have to go 
through the Department of Health's regulations in order to do it. So it would only make 
common sense for them to do that in conjunction with what we're requesting them to do 
in this bill. So that you're not duplicating the work, you've got to do it for Department of 
Health. We're just asking you to do it upfront, not after the fact. So we'll talk more 
about that. 

The other thing I think that, and, and this was brought up by David Goode and I think it is 
a valid concern. And that is if the Director can't make a decision within 90 days the way 
the bill reads right now the, the request will be denied. And I think that's a bit onerous 
because why would you want someone to go through all that trouble and then because the 
Department can't respond within 90 days it's denied. I think we may want to look at the 
default being approval. And there is also an opportunity for extension. So we're going to 
look at that also. So those are some of the changes that I'm looking at and any changes 
that ... 1 know Member Victorino provided us with some amendments today that we'll 
also be looking at. So my intention, Members, is to update the bill with these new things. 

I also want you to think seriously about the exemption that we put in for 100 percent 
affordable. Because 100 percent affordable, up to 160 percent of the median income, you 
know, we're looking at half million dollar homes, and is that something that we want to 
exempt from this bill? If we don't have the water, we don't have the water. So I think 
that's something that needs serious consideration. And so the intention is to rework some 
of these amendments into the bill and then put it online. Any of you in the audience who 
are concerned about this bill please get your name, you can just e-mail it to the Water 
Resource Committee so that you're online with an e-mail address or at least a phone 
number. And as soon we get the bill updated we'll make sure that you all get a copy of it. 
And then we will also put it online. So anybody listening who wants to know what's 
going on with this new bill prior to the meeting I know we've gone through many 
versions of the bill and so I don't want people to be confused and come to the next 
meeting thinking we're working on a version that is no longer fresh. So just to let 
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everybody know, we will be refreshening [sic] the bill and at our next meeting I will 
make sure that everybody is aware of those changes that we've made to the bill. 

ITEM NO. 13 PROIDBITING DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS WITHOUT A 
LONG-TERM RELIABLE SOURCE OF WATER (C.C. No. 05-271) 

ITEM NO.1 WATER SUPPLY RULES (C.C. No. 05-46) 

ACTION: DEFER PENDING FURTHER DISCUSSION. (All items) 

CHAIR ANDERSON: So with that, Members, any comments or final questions before we 
adjourn? We all have lunch and a 1:30 meeting. Again, I want to thank you guys from 
USGS, we're very grateful that you've put in the time and the effort to come here. And 
thank you, Director Eng, for taking on the, taking the bull by the horns I guess is the 
word. It's a tough job that you've found yourself in and we're very grateful that you're 
willing to stay the course. Members, thank you to all of our Committee Staff. This 
meeting of the Water Resource Committee meeting for October 15th is now adjourned . 
. . . (gavel) ... 

ADJOURN: 12:04 p.m. 

wr:min:071015 Transcribed by: Daniel Schoenbeck 
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